
July 2022 

 

My Brothers and Sisters, 

 

 As we enter the summer season, we long to experience some beautiful weather and an opportunity for 
revitalization. A few months ago, in the parish Easter letter, I used the image of a phoenix as a symbol of new life. 
The risen phoenix is different than before – it changed with new light, new colors, and a new spirit. It is a symbol 
of revitalization.  

 As we draw closer to the second anniversary of St. Alphonsus and St. Patrick Parish, we realize that our 
Catholic community is very similar to a phoenix rising from the ashes. On June 30, 2020, both communities of St. 
Alphonsus Parish and St. Patrick Parish ended. On July 1, 2020, the brand-new St. Alphonsus and St. Patrick Parish 
was created by the Archdiocese of Chicago. It is one parish with two beautiful worship sites. After dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic for the last two years, we should come to church to be revitalized and find peace, hope, and 
joy. 

 When our parishes merged, one area that was of the highest importance was the maintenance and 
improvement of our church facilities. Funds were raised through the To Teach Who Christ Is Campaign to repair 
and improve the facilities at both church sites. We have already made various improvements at both sites in the 
last two years including multiple tuckpointing and masonry projects on the St. Patrick Church building (outside the 
parking lot entrance and the north side of the building) and the construction of a new restroom facility at St. 
Alphonsus Church. We also installed fire alarm systems at both St. Patrick Church and St. Alphonsus Church.  

The project I want to focus on now is the renovation of the inside of St. Patrick Church. The renovation will 
include painting the inside of the church and installing new carpeting which will both be paid for by the To Teach 
Who Christ Is Campaign funds raised in 2016. In addition, some water damaged walls will be repaired, and the 
lighting will be upgraded and improved. This renovation project will begin in July and last approximately 3-4 
months. 

 During that time, for safety reasons, the renovation company requested that there be no entry into the 
church building. This will allow them to focus on doing the best job possible and complete the project without 
interruptions. Since we are blessed with two beautiful worship sites, all Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings, Weekday 
Masses, and Weekend Masses will be celebrated at St. Alphonsus Church until the project is completed.  

Thank you for your dedication to our St. Alphonsus and St. Patrick Parish community! I believe that, as we 
continue to grow as a community of faith, like the phoenix and like our Savior Jesus Christ, we will be another 
symbol of light, hope and new life for generations to come. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

 

Rev. Brian Ardagh 


