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From Father Brian’s Desk
Important Items
1.
Please remember Deacon Dan Rittenhouse and his wife, Gisela, in your
prayers. Dan’s father, Francis Rittenhouse, passed away this week in Minnesota
at the age of 93. The funeral services were held in Minnesota, so if you would
like to offer a Mass Intention or a note of support, please drop it at the Parish
Office.
2.
This weekend, May 14th & 15th, we are offering a blessing at our Masses
for all school athletes. It is a great time to celebrate their determination and hard
work in training and their involvement in their respective sports.
3.
Please read the article in this weekend’s bulletin regards Archbishop
Cupich’s “Renew My Church” Program. It contains some FAQs (Frequently
Asked Questions) about the program and what it means for the Archdiocese of
Chicago.

Tri-Parish Weekday Morning Mass
In keeping with the tradition that began a few years ago, the Catholic Communities of St. Alphonsus, Ss. Cyril & Methodius and St. Patrick will move to a TriParish Weekday Morning Mass schedule starting Wednesday, June 1st and concluding on August 31st. One parish will serve as the “host parish” for the 7:30 a.m.
Morning Mass (Monday – Saturday).
St. Alphonsus Church will host the first month of the Tri-Parish Weekday
Masses in the church beginning on Wednesday, June 1st and concluding on Thursday, June 30th. The complete summer Mass schedule will continue to be posted in
the bulletin for the next few weeks.

Saturday Mass Time
In January, we made a decision to change the Saturday Mass time from 5:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. for the winter and early spring months to allow parishioners a little
more daylight when traveling to church. Many people have remarked how they have
really enjoyed this time change.
If you recall when the announcement was made at the beginning of the year,
I mentioned that when summer arrives, we will have to return to the original Saturday 5:00 p.m. Mass time for a few months. Why? Well, we have a number of Saturday afternoon weddings in the summer and fall months and they won’t conclude until
3:00/3:15 p.m. at the very earliest.
If a wedding was delayed for any reason, it would be very difficult to coordinate the wedding party, their families and the weekend Mass congregation in the
church. Of course, the parking situation would be extremely challenging.
That being said, on Saturday, July 2nd, we will return to celebrating Mass at
5:00 p.m. on Saturday evenings. That will allow ample time for weddings to take
place and preparing for Saturday Mass. Confessions will take place at 4:00 p.m..
The good news -- when Daylight Saving Time ends on the weekend of
November 5th & 6th, we will return to celebrating Saturday Mass at 4:00 p.m..
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Welcome Guests and Visitors . . We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving for
God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the healing, reconciling,
liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church is the sacrament of God’s
saving presence in the world.
“Please come to Mass early enough not to disrupt. Leave late enough not to insult (the Mass does not end until the final
blessing). Worship reverently enough not to distract. And dress proudly enough not to offend.”

Reflecting on God’s Word
In the Middle Ages, when science seemed to be stepsister to the arts, people thought that phlogiston was what made
something burnable. The more phlogiston, the more readily flammable was the way they understood physics’ inner
workings. It explained why rocks did not burn and why straw readily did.
Though phlogiston has long been shelved, its theory is not so far removed from how the Spirit of God burns in our lives,
nor is it far from the gifts that God’s Spirit sets aflame in us. If some effort of ours glows with light and heat, it may be a
sign of much Spirit, sort of like phlogiston. On the other hand, if in our effort to shine there’s not even a spark, it’s quite
likely that that is not where the Spirit has settled into us. It might be better to pay attention then to some other aspect of
life.
The struggle is to make sure that our imagined passion and where the Spirit of God wants us to be are one and the same
so that the former does not cause us to stray from the latter. How does anyone know if they are where they should be? St.
Paul says that the Spirit gives each of us our own dose of divine giftedness, our own spark with which to shine, but it’s
not given to us for our own glory or fun or feel-good self-image but for the good of others, for the community, for building up life. John’s Gospel suggests one other such test—whether or not we’re at peace. That, too, is the Spirit’s gift.
—Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Living God’s Word
As we go through life, we need to find out where the Spirit wants us to be.
Often, however, it’s not the same as where we would like to be, or think we should be.
It may be that at such times we’re wrestling with the very Spirit of God.
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

In one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.
— 1 Corinthians 12:13a

THE FULLNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The church wakes up to an amazing message this morning. Look around and see
who has been called. Listen to the voices of those who proclaim Jesus is Lord.
You’ll find no race of people left out; you’ll find no language on earth unfit to
proclaim the glory of God. We call Pentecost Sunday the “birthday of the
church.” In many ways, the church is still being born. Only when we all know the
peace Jesus offered in today’s Gospel will we really know the fullness of the Holy
Spirit.
St. Paul assures us in today’s second reading that “all of us have been given to
drink of the one Spirit.” When we look around us in the church we should see
everyone. But we don’t. Not yet. What is holding us back from fully embracing
the one Body of Christ? When will we see our differences as manifestations of the
same Holy Spirit?
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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Religious Education Update
REGISTRATION FOR 2016-2017
Registration forms for returning families were given out in class the last couple of weeks. You can contact the RE Office
to request another if you can’t locate the forms. Families who have an open tuition balance, and have not worked out
a pay plan will need to contact Kevin Cody to set an appointment to register.
New families should contact the RE Office to register. We will be happy to assist you in setting your child on a journey
with Christ within a supportive faith community. Visit our website, www.st-als.org, for information on our programs

SUMMER MEMORIES

Summertime filled with family time
can make memories your children
will cherish for years to come.
Make special memories
in each summer moment.

An alternative to the "school-year" RE Program!
WHAT OUR CATECHISTS LIKED (Part 3)
We are grateful for the adults and teens who volunteer their time to help our young people learn more about the Catholic
faith and their call to be disciples of Christ. We asked our catechists what they liked about the RE Program. Here are
some of the responses…







What’s not to like! I love seeing the children’s faces when they get a concept is priceless.
Family support & involvement was great!
The opportunity it gives to be involved in the community.
The books were easy for children to understand.
The Catechist Guides had good ideas for activities.
The experience of spreading the Catholic faith to the youth.

HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT BEING A CATECHIST?
…and making a difference in the life of a child?
Whether you are young,
or young-at-heart!
Now is your best chance to get the grade
and track that best suits you.
Contact Kevin at the RE Office
to discuss the possibilities

\

Kevin Cody, DRE, 630-257-2371, kcody-stals@comcast.net, www.st-als.org/rel-edu
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Ms. Renee Payne, Principal

Pentecost Sunday

Renew My Church
RenewMyChurch@archchicago.org
www.archchicago.org/renew
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835 N. Rush Street
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Jubilee of Mercy
Pentecost: May 14-15
An Invitation to join Archbishop Cupich in renewing the Archdiocese of Chicago
As Pope Francis recently remarked, we are living not only in an era of change but a change of era. This is a
time to dream big. That is why we have launched Renew My Church, a pastoral planning process designed to
bring those dreams to life and to strengthen the vitality of our parishes for generations to come. Just as the
Holy Spirit filled the disciples at the first Pentecost and sent them on mission, the Holy Spirit is with us today, calling us to a new Pentecost to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ in a fresh way to the world. This
work belongs to every parish and every Catholic across the Archdiocese.
On this Pentecost day, Archbishop Cupich is inviting us to join him in making real this dream of vibrant
parishes that live out the Gospel and share the love of Christ in word and deed. It will take a steady faith –
a faith that is imaginative, that trusts that Christ is leading us and empowering us to make bold decisions
that will shape the Church for generations to come.
At the heart of this process is the demand to read the signs of the times and discern where Christ is calling
us to fulfill his mission. There are challenges: decreasing Mass attendance; treasured church buildings in
need of repair, declining numbers of priests, religious, deacons, and lay ministers, as many move towards
retirement.
Addressing this situation will require prayer, humility, hard work, creativity, tough choices, and new sacrifices. It is true that by the time this consultative process is complete, we will mourn together the loss of
some parishes. But that will not be the final word. By having the boldness to leave behind familiar ways of
doing things, we can seize the moment as one not simply of loss, but rather of renewal.
Renewal comes from placing Christ at the center of the community and accompanying each other on this
journey toward missionary discipleship. Rooted in Christ and strengthened by sacramental grace and the
bonds of fellowship, the Church in Chicago will grow joyfully and fruitfully in response to Christ’s call
to “Renew My Church.” Therefore, Renew My Church will have at its core a strong focus on mission.
The goal will be to ensure that local parishes have the support they need to strengthen their faith communities and live out our missionary call in ever more vibrant ways.
Why is this process called Renew My Church?
As St. Francis of Assisi was praying in the Church of San Damiano, he heard Christ speak to him: “Go, repair my Church.” Eventually St. Francis realized that Christ was calling him to renew the Church - not only
as a physical structure, but as the whole people of God. The dying and rising of Christ continue to take place
in every age in the dying and rising of the Church. We must take up the mission of proclaiming Christ as a
Church whose community is united and whose focus is on the renewal that comes through the Resurrection.

Pentecost Sunday
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What will happen next? When will my parish be affected?
All parishes across the archdiocese will be part of “groupings” for pastoral planning. Within a grouping, parishes will come together to gather information and evaluate options for the pastoral needs of the local area.
They will all have a say.
Admittedly, the end result of this planning will differ according to the mission priorities, needs, and realities of the Church in that area. The goal is to have a vibrant Catholic presence that reflects responsible
stewardship of our collective resources: the gifts of lay people, deacons, religious, and lay ecclesial ministers, our priest personnel, finances, and buildings. For some groupings, the results will include changes to
parish configurations, including potentially fewer parishes. For other groupings, parish configurations
may not change, but parishes will be expected to plan for enhanced collaboration with one another, and to
identify how they may further support parishes in other areas of the archdiocese.
We will begin this fall with a “pilot” program involving a small number of groupings and anticipate we
will refine the Renew My Church grouping planning process based on learnings from these pilots. Subsequent groupings will then enter into a focused planning effort over the course of the next two to three
years.
Who will make decisions?
Representatives from each parish will form a Grouping Planning Committee to gather information and
evaluate options for the pastoral needs of the local area. The Grouping Planning Committee will make preliminary recommendations to an Archdiocesan Planning Commission comprised of leaders who represent
the diverse backgrounds, skills, and experiences of Church that mark the Archdiocese. The Archdiocesan
Planning Commission will review the recommendations. If the preliminary recommendations are accepted,
they will be forwarded to Archbishop Cupich for consultation with the Archdiocesan Presbyteral Council.
After consulting with the Presbyteral Council, Archbishop Cupich will make the final decisions.
What is expected of me as a Catholic in the Archdiocese of Chicago?
Remain hopeful and open to ways to share, contribute, and collaborate throughout the process of Renew My
Church. Archbishop Cupich has invited us to pray for wisdom, discernment, and courage as we begin pastoral planning through Renew My Church. Please use the prayer card available at your parish beginning on
Pentecost to pray at home with your families, at parish meetings, and in other community groups. We will
continue to recite this prayer during Mass periodically across the Archdiocese.
When will we know the results of the survey?
Thank you to the more than 30,000 Catholics who responded to the recent online survey, and the thousands who mailed in a response via paper copy. Archdiocesan staff is in process of inputting paper responses. Initial results will be shared this summer.
A final word
This will be hard work. But, what in life worth doing does not involve hard work? The immigrants who
built our churches, schools, hospitals and charitable agencies were not daunted by the prospect of hard work.
Neither should we be daunted, as we begin this new springtime for the Church, this new Pentecost, this
change of era.

Pentecost Sunday
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A
CELEBRATION
OF
MARY
IN SONG
This Sunday, May 15th at
4:00 PM, the St. Alphonsus
Music Ministry will conclude the choir season with a
beautiful program of songs and reflections of the Blessed
Mother. The music is taken from the choir’s repertoire of
songs they have sung and come to love over the past several years.
The musical program will be woven around messages
received by the visionaries of Medugorje with regard to
the Glorious Mysteries of the rosary. We hope you can
join us as we sing and crown “Our Lady” Mother of all.

Lemont Tri-Parish

Summer Weekday Masses
At St. Alphonsus,
SS. Cyril & Methodius & St. Patrick
June 1st thru August 31st
Weekday Mass will be at 7:30 a.m.
Monday ~ Saturday

GOLDEN WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY MASS
The Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass will
be held on Sunday, September 18th, at 2:45
pm at Holy Name Cathedral, 735 North State Street,
Chicago. Couples married in 1966 interested in attending
this celebration should contact the Parish Office at 630257-2414 by June 1st to register. For further information,
call the Marriage and Family Ministries Office at 312534-8351 or visit the website.
www.marriageandfamilyministries.org

Marian Prayer Group
Wednesday, June 1st thru Thursday, June 30th
St. Alphonsus — 7:30 a.m.
Friday, July 1st thru Friday, July 29th
St. Patrick — 7:30 a.m.
Monday, August 1st thru Wednesday, August 31st
SS. Cyril & Methodius — 7:30 a.m.

Would you like to spend some time with
fellow parishioners in prayer to our
Blessed Mother? Join us in the chapel at 6
pm on the remaining Thursday evenings of May. We will
pray the rosary, a devotion to Our Mother of Perpetual
Help and hear readings from St. Alphonsus, our parish
patron saint. Let’s give special honor to Mary, the Mother
of God, during her month of May.

BLESSING FOR ALL SCHOOL ATHLETES THIS WEEKEND
This weekend, at all Masses, all school athletes will receive a special blessing for their hard work and
dedication to their sports. They will show their pride by wearing their team jersey, team colors, or spirit
wear.

Pentecost Sunday
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“TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON
AND A TIME FOR EVERY PURPOSE UNDER HEAVEN.”
“A Time to be Born through Baptism” —
“A Time to Love in Holy Matrimony” — Congratulations to:
“A Time to Heal” —
Joetta Karlos
Nora McDonnell
Mary Tadda
Nathan Parry
Ray DeNardis
Donna Murphy
James Benzies

Patty Baldridge
Baby Kenneth
Greg Hoger
Kandice Marie Sasak
Baby Scarlett
O’Neill
Martin McDonough

Dorothy Goushas
Robert Trock
Ken Convalle
Annamarie
Challenger
John Garrison
Gladys Togliatti
Gertrude Smith

Melanie Williams
Karl Knasiak
Tina Ruiz
Ashley Smith Kitzer
Randy Nowak
Dan Herzing
Mary Woods
Lois Jablonski

Patricia Dedek
Jim Musial
Carson Lee Umentum
Marilyn Ransford
David Nenn
Jim Kulikauskas
Steve Counter
Donald Alsip

“A Time of War” -Scott Bosco, USA, Kuwait
Joshua Plucinski, US Air Force,
Christopher Durkovic, USA, S. Korea
Germany
Stanley M. Simrayh III, USN, Japan David Borkowski, USN, Mississippi
Alex Sullivan, USA, New York
Jacob Christine, US Navy

“A Time to Die” --

Andrew J. Bosko, Jr., USN,
Virginia Beach, VA
Kevin Parker, USA, Kentucky
And all who serve our country.

Francis Rittenhouse, father of Deacon Dan Rittenhouse
The military and innocent civilians who have died in the war.

Please keep all these listed, and their families, in your prayers.

FIRST COMMUNION
We were fortunate to have a beautiful day for our First Communion
celebrations. We are also fortunate to have dedicated teachers & catechists to help prepare our children, liturgy coordinators to put together a beautiful service, choir members to help us to enter the sacred, and our pastor to inspire us. Thank you to our 2nd Grade teacher,
Mrs. Lerch; our catechists: Donna Bourdage, Aimee Batchelor,
Vivian Brueckmann, Patrice Loisi, Chris Ihde, and Madison Fillipini;
our liturgy coordinators Sharon Kostes and Paul Malak; and Joe Martorano and the choir.

More photos can be viewed on the St. Alphonsus
Religious Education Facebook page.

Pentecost Sunday
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Weekly Offering

SUMMER
BUSINESS HOURS
FOR THE
PARISH OFFICE

May 7 & 8, 2016
Week’s Need
Sunday’s Collection
Electronic Fund (EFT)
Surplus (Deficit)
Fiscal Year to Date
Surplus (Deficit)
Last Year’s weekly
Collection

$12,869.00
$ 8,773.05
$ 7,422.12
$ 3,326.17

MONDAY-THURSDAY

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

FRIDAY

8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

$21,965.67
$ 9,203.00

Thank you for your support of our parish.

Holy Hour
Come join us for a special Hour of Adoration, prayer and
Benediction in the St. Alphonsus Chapel on Tuesday,
May 24th at 7:00pm. The intentions for this Holy Hour
are for the recognition of the sanctity of life, religious
freedom, and for the leaders of our country.

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES
HELPING ECUADOR
Please pray and consider donating to help Catholic Relief
Services strengthen their response to the loss and devastation in Ecuador.
Donations can be made online at
www.ChicagoPeaceAndJustice.org/EmergencyAppeal
A second collection will be taken up this weekend, May
14 & May15, at all the Masses. Please be as generous as
your means allow.

Let’s Fill the Shelves. . . . .
Food Pantry Update
Thank you for your continued support
of our local food pantry. As part of a
service project, the St. Al’s Women’s
Club will be featuring a “product of the
month”. This item will be a special request from the pantry for an item that is needed most. For
May we will collect “breakfast items” like cereal, oatmeal, granola bars, pancake mix and syrup . Any item
you are able to give is gratefully accepted. The staples
you provide are also necessary. Your kindness and generosity are very much appreciated.

SENIOR KINDRED SPIRITS
Come join us at the next Senior Kindred Spirits
meeting. Lunch is catered by Ali Tucker for a
very reasonable fee of $6.00.
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May 24th at
11:30 a.m. in the St. Alphonsus Parish Center.
Please call Dee Hollman at 630-243-1805 by
Thursday, May 19th if you are planning on attending this meeting
..

PARISH GARDEN
We are hoping to start up
our parish garden and are
trying to gauge if there is
enough interest and support among our parishioners to get it going and
keep it going through the
summer. If you would enjoy spending some time in the
garden once a week or for one week of the month weeding or planting or watering, we can use your help. We are
also in need of supplies: chemical-free organic compost
or manure, straw bales, forks, rakes. Donations of the
following vegetable plants would be greatly appreciated:
tomatoes, cucumbers, zucchini, green beans, kale, sweet
and hot peppers. Or, if you donate cash, our gardeners
will purchase the needed items.
Vegetables grown in our garden are donated to the Lemont Food Pantry so those who are depend upon the Pantry for food can enjoy fresh vegetables.
If you can help in any of these areas, please contact Linda
O’Connor at 630-257-2414 or at loconnor@st-als.org or
before or after Masses in the narthex. Thank you.

Pentecost Sunday
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, May 14
James Hadley, Sr. — Family
James Hadley, Jr. — Family
Frank Sommese — Reyna Family
Bernie Kucharski — Wife
Sunday, May 15
7:30 am — Julia Schneider — James Schneider Family
James Mraz — Family
9:00 am — Harry Grabo — St. Alphonsus Parish
Estelle & Bernadette Cacciato — Carol & John Cacciato
Jean Kloss — Carol & John Cacciato
Ernest Dalpos — Sherry Moller
11:00 am — Ernest Dalpos — Gloria Dalpos
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Ganski — Ganski Family
Robert Kruk — Dom & Joanne Filicicchia
Healing for Anna Marie — Karin Gory
5:-00 pm — Parishioners of St. Alphonsus
(Mass at St. Patrick Church)
Monday, May 16
7:30 am — Pat Urban — Fran Urban
Jim Koski — Irene Koski
Tuesday, May 17
7:30 am — Monsignor Richard O’Donnell— Fr. Brian
Wednesday, May 18
7:30 am — Ron Szarzynski — Bill & MaryAnne Doherty

4:00 pm —
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Thursday, May 19
7:30 am — Parishioners of St. Alphonsus
Friday, May 20
7:30 am — Parishioners of St. Alphonsus
Saturday, May 21
4:00 pm — Madeleine Berlin Schneider — James Schneider Family
Laura Rundle — Smith Family
Marie Gancarz — Family
Sunday, May 22
7:30 am — James Koski — Mary Kucharski
Raymond Zolecki — Family
Paul Murray — Joseph Murray
9:00 am — Gloria Dalpos — Irene Pareti
Mildred & Orville Tessum — Linn Eldred
Rosaline Reed — Linn Eldred
11:00 am — Anna Renc — Family
John & Josephine Salbego — Barb & Bob Salbego
Sue Borkowski — Jack & Mary Czech
5:-00 pm — Parishioners of St. Alphonsus
(Mass at St. Patrick Church)

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

PLEASE NOTE: If you are celebrating a special occasion, wedding
anniversary, etc. and request a blessing or renewal of vows, arrangements
must be made in advance by calling the Parish Office, 630-257 2414. The
blessings and/or renewal of vows, will take place after the Mass.

Jas 3:13-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 9:14-29
Jas 4:1-10; Ps 55:7-11a, 23; Mk 9:30-37
Jas 4:13-17; Ps 49:2-3, 6-11; Mk 9:38-40
Jas 5:1-6; Ps 49:14-20; Mk 9:41-50
Jas 5:9-12; Ps 103:1-4, 8-9, 11-12;Mk 10:1-12
Jas 5:13-20; Ps 141:1-3, 8; Mk 10:13-16
Prv 8:22-31; Ps 8:4-9; Rom 5:1-5;Jn 16:12-15

Liturgical Ministers Schedule
Date

Time

Lector

Ministers

Servers

Music

May 21

4:00 pm

P. Josephitis

D. Josephitis
D. Rittenhouse
G. Rittenhouse

A. Carter
W. Tarazi

Keyboard & Cantor

May 22

7:30 am

R. Kaiser

G. Kaiser
M. Main
P. Malak

Bozue Family

9:00 am

11:00 am

5:00 pm
Lemont
Tri-Parish
Mass at
St. Pat’s

G. Klaff

J. Chiaramonte

R. Meyer
M. Roenitz
D. Czaja

Meeks Family

D. Chiaramonte
S. Turner
D. Cerniuk

A. Ascolani
A. Kaye

* Communion under
both species

Parish Choir

Keyboard & Cantor

St. Alphonsus Bulletin is a weekly publication of St. Alphonsus Catholic Community of Lemont, Illinois. All rights reserved. Printing by J. S.
Paluch Co., Inc., Schiller Park, Illinois.
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