ST. ALPHONSUS
C AT H O L I C
COMMUNITY
Est. 1867

St. Alphonsus Catholic Church
210 E. Logan, Lemont
Parish Office Center
Fax
Religious Ed. Office
School Office
20W145 Davey Road
Website:
E-mail:

630-257-2414
630-257-2476
630-257-2371
630-783-2220

www.st-als.org
stals-lemont@comcast.net

Business Hours:
Monday thru Friday: 8 am - 4 pm

Mass Schedule

Weekend Schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am and 11:00 am

Weekday Schedule
Monday-Friday 7:30 am in the chapel
Holy Days to be announced

Eucharistic Adoration
Tuesday—8:00 am—8:00 pm, chapel
Sacramental Life

Reconciliation
Saturday—4:00 to 4:30 pm
Or by appointment

Baptism
Baptisms are usually celebrated the second
and third Sunday of every month.
No Baptisms during Lent
Marriage
Prospective bride and groom must be
registered parishioners for at least 6 months
before a wedding date may be scheduled
Sick and Homebound
Contact the office, 257-2414 to receive a
visit from a Minister of Care
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St. Alphonsus
Catholic Church

Parish Registration
Everyone 18 years and older
should register for the parish.
To register, please call the
Office Center, 257-2414 or
you can register online at
www.st-als.org.
Parish Staff
Pastor: Fr. Brian Ardagh
Weekend Celebrants:
Fr. Robert Rohrich
Fr. Lou Zake
Diaconal Ministry:
Deacon Terry McGuire
Deacon Dan Rittenhouse
Director of Religious Education
Kevin Cody
Admin. Assistant for Religious Ed.
Tricia Latz
School Principal:
Renee Payne
Pastoral Associate:
Doreen Dabney
Office Coordinator:
Roseann Lucas
Accountant: Carol Levas
Music Director:
Joseph Martorano
Music Staff
Diane Marelli
Maureen McCoy
SPRED: Carol Levas

Parish Pastoral
Council Members
Mike Bruno
Bill Doherty
Diane Kaye
Deborah Kornacker
Jim Pickering
Terese Turner
James Zuccarelli

Please Support the 2015
Annual Catholic Appeal
“Entrusted with Responsibility”
Commitment Weekend
February 7-8 ~ All Masses
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Welcome Guests and Visitors . . We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the healing, reconciling, liberating
love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world.
“Please come to Mass early enough not to disrupt. Leave late enough not to insult (the Mass does not end until the final
blessing). Worship reverently enough not to distract. And dress proudly enough not to offend.”

Reflecting on God’s Word
Sue loves to iron clothes. In the process, she says, she also irons out her life, all its wrinkles and creases. She says she
can stand neither her clothes nor her life when they’re all rumpled. John runs every day. A lot of folks do. He hasn’t
missed a day in five years. But it’s also where he and they pace out the rhythms of their lives. More than one frazzled
mother has locked herself in the bathroom for twenty minutes of solitude and quasi-peace. Sometimes deserts look like
bathrooms. Even teenagers know the need, so they crank up some tunes, stretch out on their beds, and listen beyond the
music to the melodies played upon their lives.
I suspect there is a lot going on in those spaces. That’s where kids get raised and loves get sorted and businesses are
merged and decisions unraveled and re-raveled. But somewhere in the midst of it all we also make some decisions about
who and what we want to become in this life—at any age. That’s where goodness has a chance to surface and values are
affirmed and commitments are remade for the umpteenth time and faith sprouts forth. And then it becomes prayer, out of
the silence and the stillness and the darkness of time spent alone.
—Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Living God’s Word
After his time spent alone, Jesus was very certain of his purpose.
We, too, can be more aware of God’s purpose for us
if we but make the time to listen.
Copyright © 2014, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

The Lord tells the number of the stars
and calls them by name.
— Psalm 147:4

HEALING MINISTRY
During Jesus’ ministry “he cured many who were sick with various
diseases, and he drove out many demons.” This is the case in today’s Gospel. Jesus fulfills the vision of Psalm 147: “He heals the
brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.”
Jesus knew, however, that he couldn’t possibly heal all the illness in
the world. No matter how many people he cured or how many hours
he ministered, there always would be more suffering people like Job
who craved his healing touch. His primary mission was not to rid the
world of all suffering. His “purpose” was to preach the coming of
the reign of God that heals, yes, but ultimately transcends and transforms earthly suffering. With Paul, Jesus could have said, “Woe to
me if I do not preach” that good news.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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Religious Education Update
FACEBOOK PAGE
We now have our own RE Facebook page! If you would like to
receive timely reminders, announcements, articles, videos,
photos, etc., go to “St. Alphonsus Religious Education”
and click on the
button to receive notifications
of our posts.

SHARING GOD’S
LOVE

Mrs. Calzaretta’s 5th Grade class was following Jesus’
command to love one another by creatively
expressing God’s love through Valentine’s cards to be
included in sack lunches at a soup kitchen.

FIRST COMMUNION
PARENT MEETING
Tuesday, 2/10 ~ 7:00 P.M. ~ Church Hall
We will take a brief look at the sacrament
and discuss plans for our celebration on
April 25th. Please notify the RE Office if
you would like babysitting.

MEET
A NEW CATECHIST
Beth Kolar assists Diana Styrczula
with her 6th Grade class on Monday
afternoons. They met during one of
our Alpha Courses where Beth says
she realized the value of seeking to
strengthen her relationship with God, as well as actively
being part of a faith community. She wants to share that
relationship and sense of community with the kids so that
they too can experience the excitement of what that
means. We are happy to have Beth as one of 7 Alpha
alumni who have been inspired to share their faith with
our young people as catechists.

A DEATH IN THE FAMILY
It seems to be that time of year when families experience death of loved ones. We
are then faced with the challenge of explaining what happens when we die to our
young ones. We look for something familiar to the child to explain the unfamiliar.
In this case, we can refer to the wonder of a butterfly. We can explain that one
reason God gave us butterflies is to help us understand what happens when we
die. The body of the butterfly is the same body that it had when it was a caterpillar, but it has been transformed., which means it looks different. When we die,
Jesus will come and take our body and make it completely new so that it will
never die again.
Time & space are more limiting for a caterpillar than for a butterfly… a butterfly can fly and move more quickly, while a
caterpillar moves very slowly and does not travel very far on a daily basis. When Jesus makes us new, time & space will
not be limits at all. We call this heaven. Heaven is living in complete happiness with God. There is no sadness or pain.
We believe this because this is what happened to Jesus when he died. God came to him and made his body completely
new. Jesus promised the same eternal life for us. All limits of time & space that Jesus experienced when he walked
among us in history were erased with his Resurrection and Ascension into heaven. His Resurrection and Ascension made
him present at all times and places.
Imagine the joy that this kind of existence would bring! Without the limits of time & space grandma doesn’t have to wait
to see anyone or do anything! What else can you imagine without the limits of time & space?
Kevin Cody & Tricia Latz, 630-257-2371, kcody-stals@comcast.net or www.st-als.org/rel-edu
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St. Alphonsus-St. Patrick School News
Check out our website: www.stals-stpats.org

COME JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL SCHOOL GALA!
When: Saturday, Feb., 21, 2015
Where: Chicago Marriott Southwest at Burr Ridge 1200 Burr Ridge Parkway, Burr Ridge
Time: 6:00 p.m. to midnight
Cost:
$75 which includes dinner, cocktails and FUN!
Contact: Mrs. Atherton at school at 630-783-2220 to purchase tickets.
$10 Raffle Ticket will give you a chance to win $10,000. These may be purchased through any
school family or directly at the school.
Are you a CUB fan or a SOX fan?
Will there be more CUB fans or SOX fans? I am pulling for the CUB fans!!!
Come join us for a fun party!

CONGRATULATIONS
CELTIC ALUMS
To our alums who made Providence Catholic’s
1st Semester Honor Roll:
First Honors
Bruno Caruso
Kathleen Caruso
Kajus Kavaliauskas
Matt King
Maggie Manalli
Brendan McGuire
Meaghan McGuire
Kevin Osborne
Damian Simrayh
Shannon Washburn
Rachael Wasmund

Second Honors
Thomas Harlovic
Arijus Kavaliauskas
Olivia Smagala

CONGRATULATIONS
CELTIC ALUM
TIM MITCHELL
BENET ACADEMY: Each autumn the College Board
Advanced Placement Program recognizes students who
have achieved outstanding scores on multiple A.P.
(Advanced Placement) exams. This year 121 members
of the Benet Academy Classes of 2014 and 2015 have
been honored as A.P. Scholars of one sort or another.
Twenty-five students were awarded an A.P. Scholar with
Honors designation for receiving an average grade of at
least 3.25 on all of their A.P. exams and grades of 3 or
higher on four or more of these exams.
We are proud to congratulate TIM MITCHELL,
St. Alphonsus/St. Patrick Class of 2010,
who was honored as:

Benet Academy—Class of 2014
A.P. Scholar with Honor

Ms. Renee Payne, Principal
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From Palms to Ashes
The Rite of Burning of Palms for Ash Wednesday
To reinforce the origin and symbolism of the ashes used on Ash Wednesday
we would like to invite all of our parishioners to attend the burning of
Palms on Tuesday morning, February 17th, after the 7:30 a.m. Mass which
will be held in the church and the burning of palms on the front terrace of
the church.
Bring in any blessed palms you may have at home to be used for this
service. Baskets will be in the back of the church for the palms.
After this service, a pot-luck breakfast will be served in the Church Hall.
Bring a hot or cold dish to share with everyone.

LENTEN VESPERS FOR THE SOUL
On Sunday, February 22nd, at 4:00 p.m., in St. Alphonsus Church, the St. Alphonsus Music
Ministry will present a Lenten Vespers Service of songs and contemplative readings that center
around the gospel messages for each of the Sundays of Lent.
Please come and experience the impact our soulful music could have on your spiritual journey
with Christ this Lenten season.
Musically yours in Christ,
Joseph Martorano

Are you looking for a way to start fresh this Lenten season?
Would you love a day to get away and just spend some time
in the presence of friends, God and inspiring speakers?
Look no further!
The Men’s and Women’s Clubs of St. Al’s would like to invite you
to an amazing afternoon to kick off your Lenten Journey
and to help prepare you for Easter.
in

Your Lenten Journey begins Sunday, March 1st at noon
the St. Alphonsus Church Hall.
Lunch and refreshments will be served and this event is free!
Save the date and invite your friends for an afternoon that you won’t want to miss!
We welcome 2 incredible speakers:

Sr. Jane Schlosser, Sister of Mercy, has been on the staff of the Carmelite Spiritual Center in Darien since
1988. Her work in spiritual development has reached many people in the past 27 years by means of retreats,
days of renewal and reflections such as ours and she is a truly inspiring and captivating speaker. Sr. Jane
will discuss the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection told through the eyes of Mary His Mother and her
faithful friends.
Fr. Andrew McAlpin, O.P., the Promoter of Vocations at the Dominican Friars – Central Province. Stay
tuned next week for more information on his topic!
To RSVP or for more information, please contact Jen at 630-863-2252.
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The Joy of the Gospel – Evangelii Gaudium – Pope Francis
Issued in November of 2013
The Joy of the Gospel is the first Apostolic Exhortation
issued by Pope Francis and is devoted to the theme
of the New Evangelization.
New Evangelization-what does that mean and
what does it mean to St. Alphonsus?

Our new Archbishop Cupich is a self-proclaimed fan of the Pope’s theology and intent for mission. In June
of 2014, shortly after the encyclical was released the Pope faced criticism regarding what was thought to be
his economic criticism of the West. Cardinal Oscar Andres Rodriquez Mardaiga, SBD, was asked to speak
to the critics regarding libertarianism. Then Bishop Cupich was asked to respond to that response with the
United States/the West in mind.

Just to be safe; Merriam Webster defines libertarian as-a person who believes that people should be
allowed to do and say what they want without any interference from the government. It is an integral
aspect of ‘free markets’.

Bishop Cupich went on to address his second point
in the response. “Secondly…some of the Pope’s
critics say that his views on the economy are wanting precisely because he speaks out of the limited
experience of living in Argentina with its difficult
economic and political history or that he is just
uninformed about capitalism and a market
economy, especially its claims of reducing global
poverty. But I think those who easily dismiss what
the Pope is saying because of his turn to real life
experience fail to appreciate that he is calling
people to a more authentic way of knowing and
learning. He is challenging them about how they
are informed….Instead of approaching life from the
thirty thousand feet level of ideas, he challenges
policy makers and elected officials-indeed all of us
to experience the life of everyday and real people.
His pithy phrase in the Joy of the Gospel says it all:
Reality is greater than ideas.”

Bishop Cupich drew some very stark contrasts:
*“For Francis the human person seeks and claims
an integral development, morally, spiritually and
emotionally, which is joined intrinsically to the
communities that sustain him. For the Pope’s
critics, the human person is the autonomous
individual, man the producer and man the
consumer.
* For Francis inclusion and economic security for
all are measures of economic health in contrast
to the one-dimensional measure of economic
growth proposed by his critics for decision
making in the growing age of globalization.
*For Francis, politics seeks the common good. For
his libertarian critics, politics seeks to maximize
the freedom of market and individual choice.
* For Francis the strength of globalization leads to
the need for global structures that help mold the
forces of market capitalism to advance solidarity and dignity for all. For libertarians market
forces left to themselves are the best arbiters of
economic progress.”
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TRI-PARISH LENTEN
MISSION
FR. TOM McCARTHY
“The Sacraments,
the Treasures of
Our Faith”
MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
MARCH 2, 3 AND 4 AT 7:30PM
SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS
Fr. Tom is Chaplain and the Chairman of the Board of
Directors of St. Rita of Cascia High School where he
has served since 1994, first as teacher and later as
Principal and President.
Monday Night:
The Sacraments of InitiationBaptism, Eucharist & Confirmation
Where do you feel comfortable and welcome? Why
did Jesus like to party so much? Do you know who the
lost member of the Trinity is? What do bowling shoes
have to do with Confirmation?
These questions and many more will be pondered and
hopefully answered on Monday night. Will you be
there to find the answers or will you miss out and
wonder forever?
Tuesday Night:
The Sacraments of HealingAnointing of the Sick & Reconciliation
Why is Hollywood boycotting Vatican II? What is the
difference between the 5th and 6th Commandments?
Find out why the Lemont Police Department will be
flooded with calls on Tuesday night. You do not want
to miss this night – come and find out why!
Wednesday Night:
The Sacraments of VocationMatrimony and Holy Orders
Find out why you should never get married. Come and
get your dishtowel. If you are alive, if you are male or
female, if you are young or old or somewhere in
between, if you are a bishop, priest, deacon, sister,
brother, or lay minister, if you are married, divorced,
widowed or single, if you have said yes to your
vocation or if you are still wondering what it is…
You need to be in Church on Wednesday night!

SAVE THE DATES!
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Journey of
Faith:
Birth, Baptism,
Belonging
If you are expecting a baby, family and friends have
showered you with gifts and you have no doubt furnished
and decorated a nursery. In the same way your Catholic
community, through the sacrament of Baptism, welcomes
and offers spiritual strength and encouragement as your
child begins a life-long journey of faith.
Our baptismal preparation program, Journey of Faith:
Birth, Baptism, Belonging is a seminar that will help you
better understand the sacrament of Baptism. The seminar
can be taken while awaiting the birth of your child or
shortly after the baby is born.
The seminar will meet on a Saturday of alternate
months from 9:00 am to Noon in the Religious Education
Building. The Seminar dates for 2015 are: March 7,
May 9, July 11, September 12, November 7.
If you have not attended a baptismal preparation class at
St. Alphonsus in the last three years you must participate
in a Baptism seminar. Call the Parish Office at 630-2572414 to schedule the baptism seminar along with your
baptismal date.
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“TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON
AND A TIME FOR EVERY PURPOSE UNDER HEAVEN.”
“A Time to be Born through Baptism” —

We welcome the following child
into the Mystical Body of Christ
and into our St. Alphonsus Family.
Charlotte Grace Iwanski
January 24, 2015

“A Time to Love in Holy Matrimony” — Congratulations to: Rebecca Alvarez & Jacob Shorette
“A Time to Heal” —
Joetta Karlos
Nora McDonnell
Mary Tadda
Baby Jordan
Skrobot
Nathan Parry

Francis Rittenhouse
Baby Kenneth
Bill Sullivan
Greg Hoger
Mary Tomy
Roger B.

Dorothy Goushas
Harriet Bromberek
Robert Trock
Keith Donofrio
Bonnie Posey
Ken Convalle
William Bellair

Edward Perkey
Melanie Williams
Karl Knasiak
Tina Ruiz
Colleen Burns
Ashley Smith Kitzer
Arlene O.

Patricia Dedek
Sue Dyer
Jim Musial
Richard Brazzale
Jeff Freeman
Carson Lee Umentum

“A Time of War” —
Scott Bosco, USA, Kuwait
Joshua Plucinski, US Air Force,
Christopher Durkovic, USA, S. Korea
Germany
Stanley M. Simrayh III, USN, Japan David Borkowski, USN, Guam
Alex Sullivan, USA, Italy
Joseph R. Pociask, USMC, San Diego
Kevin Parker, USA, Fort Campbell

“A Time to Die” —

Jason Fricka, USAF, Germany
Andrew J. Bosko, Jr., USN,
Virginia Beach, VA
And all who serve our country.

The military and innocent civilians who have died in the war.

Please keep all these listed, and their families, in your prayers.

ST. ALPHONSUS BLESSING OF ATHLETES
JANUARY 31 ~ FEBRUARY 1
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Weekly Offering
January 31 & February 1, 2015
Week’s Need
Sunday’s Collection
Electronic Fund (EFT)
Surplus (Deficit)
Fiscal Year to Date
Surplus (Deficit)
Last Year’s weekly
Collection

$12,869.00
$ 7,217.51
$
($ 5,651.49)
$ 5,892.01
$ 8,985.00

Thank you for your support of our parish.

February 8, 2015

Income Tax Statements
Once again we will only send tax statements to those
parishioner who request them, so if you need your statement for Income Tax purposes, please either fill out the
form below and place it in the collection basket, mail it or
bring it to the office, or you may also call the office.

St. Alphonsus Donation
Please send me a copy of my donations
to St. Alphonsus for 2014
Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
Phone ___________________________________
Envelope Number __________________________

Let’s Fill the Shelves. . . . .
Food Pantry Update
Thank you for your continued support
of our local food pantry. As part of a
service project, the St. Al’s Women’s
Club will be featuring a “product of
the month”. This item will be a special
request from the pantry for an item that
is needed most. For February we will collect “rice in
bags, heat & eat packages, or boxed variety.” Any
item you are able to give is gratefully accepted. The staples you provide are also necessary.
Your kindness and generosity are very much appreciated.

In The Hospital?
Due to the implemented government regulations in all hospitals, parishes will NOT be
informed of any parishioner’s hospitalization
NOR will that information be available to
any visiting clergy and/or parish visitor. It is
strictly your responsibility to let us know of
your hospitalization. A hospital can notify
us only if you specifically request this at the
time of admission. We certainly want to continue praying for and supporting those who are ill.
Please don’t feel it is a bother to inform us.
You are important to us.

Counseling By Fr. Rohrich
Counseling services are available by Fr. Bob Rohrich at
the DePaul Center, 212 Custer. Appointment times on
weekdays are: 10 and 11 am and 5, 7, 8 and 9 pm. Father
Bob counsels the engaged and married, as well as individuals for depression, anxiety, grieving, separation, divorce and other personal problems. The cost is a $10.00
donation for each session. Please call, 630-257-9235.
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Mass Intentions
5:00 pm —
7:30 am —
9:00 am —
11:00 am —

7:30 am —

7:30 am —
7:30 am —
7:30 am —

Saturday, February 7
Tom Helmuth, Jr. — Rich & Maria Helmuth
Sunday, February 8
Gudelevich Family — Tony Goode
Mildred & Orville Tessum — Linn Eldred
Parishioners of St. Alphonsus
Jean & Robert Lindauer — Rita Lindauer
Intentions of the Gregory Koski Family — Nancy Costello
Healing for Janine Pens — Karin Gory
Monday, February 9
Pat Urban — Fran Urban
Robert Byerwalter — Family
Tuesday, February 10
John Olson — Filicicchia Family
Wednesday, February 11
Raymond Rudis — St. Alphonsus Staff
Thursday, February 12
Bob Wolf & Kenny Hahn — Frank Clark III

Friday, February 13
7:30 am — Eddie Gryska, Jr. — Reid Family
Saturday, February 14
5:00 pm — Fran Bozych — St. Alphonsus Parish
Margaret Josephitis — Family
Walter & Charlotte Suda — Family
Joseph Florczak — Wife
Sunday, February 15
7:30 am — Coby Owen — Swann Family
Dolores Ruppert — John Ruppert
9:00 am — John Libby — Czaja Family
Brent A. Ludwig — Family & Friends
11:00 am — Maureen Sobeck — Ed Sobeck Family
Eva Grace Reyna — Reyna Family
Parishioners of St. Alphonsus

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

PLEASE NOTE: The 2015 Mass book is open.
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

PLEASE NOTE: If you are celebrating a special occasion, wedding anniversary, etc. and request a blessing or renewal of vows,
arrangements must be made in advance by calling the Parish Office, 630-257 2414. The blessings and/or renewal of vows, will
take place after the Mass.

Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10, 12, 24, 35c;
Mk 6:53-56
Gn 1:20 — 2:4a; Ps 8:4-9; Mk 7:1-13
Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30;
Mk 7:14-23
Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-5; Mk 7:24-30
Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 7:31-37
Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10
Lv 13:1-2, 44-46; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11; 1 Cor 10:31 —
11:1; Mk 1:40-45

Liturgical Ministers Schedule
Date

Time

Lector

Ministers

Servers

Music

Feb. 14

5:00 pm

A. Lichtenwalter

G. August
A. Pascente
B. Rogers

Pontrelli Family
N. Pontrellitraining

Bell Choir

Feb. 15

7:30 am

R. Kaiser

G. Kaiser
G. Umentum
J. Sternat

Kostes Family
C. King

M. Roenitz
K. Lambrakis
C. Levas
S. Kostes (C)
P. Malak (C)

K. Roenitz
C. Calhoun
G. Calhountraining

Parish Choir

M. McGuire
D. Dabney
Deacon Terry

I. McGuire
K. Hamilton
A. Fidanzo

Keyboard & Cantor

*9:00 am

11:00 am

5:00 pm
Lemont
Tri-Parish
Mass at
St. Pat’s

P. Browne

B. McGuire

Gather Hymnal
Glendalough
Mass
Gloria

#261

Gospel
Acclamation

#262

Holy, Holy

#263

Memorial
Acclamation #265(B)

* Communion under both species
St. Alphonsus Bulletin is a weekly publication of St. Alphonsus Catholic Community of Lemont, Illinois. All rights reserved. Printing by J. S.
Paluch Co., Inc., Schiller Park, Illinois.

Great Amen

#267

Lamb of God

#269

